UADI ToTebouV Twg ot Ajruyot eivat atpdpntot, pa eyo ota
Tpata ypévia g Lmng pov dev yvadploa titote dAro Tapd @o-
Bo. Hpovv tpopokpatmpuévn aképa kat ) pépa mov ot Ipmiprav
elyav épbet oo keAl pov yia va pe embewprioovv.

Aev propotoa va piAfow, wotéoo katardfava tg meptood-
tepeg AéEeig mov drovya. O emkeparis tov ekmadevtdv Brav
mtavikéBAntog kabag €dive 0dnyieg otoug fonbois tov. O I'epov-
otaotig Pov Ipmipiav kat n 6¥Guyds tov, 1 Mntpidpyis twv Iprmdi-
pav, Oa égptavav obvropa. Ot pbrakes Prpduday mave kdtw
0710 KeAl pov, e&etdfovtdg pe amd v kopuvpr o¢ ta viyia, Pd-
XVOVTAG yla o Tapaptkpd Yeydot.

[Teptpeva tov I'epovotaoty kat ™ Mntpidpyrooa pe v kap-
d1d pov va yrumdet duvatd, Pe TOVG PUG OV OPLYREVOUG, ETOLUT
yia pdym.

Kat téte épracav.

‘Olot ot ekmtadevtég kat GAot ot pUAakeg yovdtioav pmpootd
touG. O emKePati|G TV EKTIAOEVTHOV TIHPE TG TTAAGHUES TOVG KAl
TG AKOVPTINOE 0Ta HAYOLAd Tov gvAafikd.

«H enfoxeyr) oag pag tpd».

Me katéhafBe p6Pog. Tt eldovg mAdopata frav avtd, mov
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HTIPOOTd TOVG 0 Pofepds kat Tpopepds ETIKEPAANG TOV EKTIAL-
devtdv étpepe oav Ydpt; To Suvapké medio mov éaapme yipo
amé to keAl pov pdavtale mo otevéd amnd moté. Malevmra doo
o miow ywétav. O T'epovoraotic Bov Ipmiptav kar 1 yvvaika
Tov Tépaocav pe apyd fripata and prpootd pov kat pe koltaiav
amnd v dAAn TAgvpd Tov adpaTov PPAYHATOG.

«Omnwg propelte va deiter, Tovg elTte 0 eMKEPAA]G TOV K-
madevtdv, «n Népeotg elvat mepimov oty nAkia g k6png oag,
EVA 0 0OUATOTUTIOS TG Tatptdbet otg anatrtioeis oag. Ta emnd-
peva ypévia 0a peyardoet kat Oa duvapdoet kt GAAO».

«Efote ofyovpog étt avtd to kopitot etvat mikivouvo;» padn-
ot o ['epovotaotig, pe ™ pakpbdovptn mpogopd tov. «Motdiet
pe pofropévo ardir.

[Taywoa oto dkovopa avtdv tov Aééewv.

Aev émpemie va delyvew moté gofropévy. ‘Otav gofdpouvv pe
TPOPOVOAV e NAEKTPOOOK, HKPOTEPES PePideS payntol kat fa-
oaviotipia. Kaveig dev émpeme va pe det moté va gofdpat. Koi-
taéa otabepd tov I'epovoraoty pe éva dypro fAéppa.

Méhg mpdoeée ta pdna pov, Eagvidotnie. Avoise to otépa
Tov va pAfjoet Eavd, katdmiyv dpwg dlotace kat pépPaoce, aro-
ovpovrtag to PAéppa tov amd to dikd pov. «Towg éxete dikior,
Péhoe. dlapatnpdvrag ta pdtia g, n éEAenm avBpwmmdg i
vat gavepn. Ayammti pov, eloat anéAvta oiyovpn bt BéAovpe
avtd to tépag oto omiTt pags»

«[TAéov, 6Aeg ot peydAeg owoyéveteg éxouvv évav Ayvyo. H
k6pn pag dev Ba elvat to pévo ampootdtevto madi», amdvinoe
N Mntpidpyis kat oTpd@nKe 0ToV ETUKEPAANG TOV EKTIALOEVTHV.
«Opwg, Ba emBupooa va dw pa emidelén twv tkavotitwy g,
TpoToY dWoOoLpE Ta XPAHATA pHagy.

«Puokd», amdvinoe o eMKEPAAG TV ELTIAOEVTAOV, YLOPVE-
vtag, £Tolpog, va yvéyet og évav gilaka. «Pépte pepk...»

<Oyw. H povi) ¢ Mntpidpyrooas akodotmke arypnpy oav
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paotiyto. «[Tpémet va efpaote ofyovpor. Pépape tpelg katddi-
KovG TG emAoyNg pag. Oa etvar emapkng dokipaocia yta avtd to
TAGOPaY.

O emkeparig yapoyéraoe. «Ma guowd, Apyévriooa Ipmi-
plav. [ pémet va elote ofyovpn. Yrdpyouvv téoot ektatdevtég mov
dev mAnpovv tg mpovmobéoeis. .. H Népeoig dev Oa oag amoyon-
TEVOE.

H Mntpidpyis éyvee oe kdmotov €€w amd to omrukd pov e-
dlo. O kivduvog mov Tpdopeva dpyloe va maipvet popen’ TpeLg
Avtpeg odnyovvtav mpog To KeAL pov.

Akobpmmoa kat dAt mave oto duvaptkd medio, vidbovrag
éva poppykiaopa oty mAd pov. To otopdyt pov opiytnke.
"Héepa 1 Ba akorovBoloe. Avtof dev Ba ftav ot ipdtot dvipeg
oL elyav avaykaotel va pe emoke@Tovy.

Ot fonBof tov emikepaiis v ekmadevtdv €fyarav g aiv-
0(deg amd Tovg Avpeg kat ATEVEPYOTIOINOAY TO TILO ATIORAKPL-
opévo duvaptko edio, yla va Hropécouvy va tovg ompidEouy 0To
KkeAl pov. "Emetta, to evepyomoinoav kat . H avdoa pov elye
yivet éva ko@té Aaydviaopa. Aev BeAa va to kdvew avtd. Aev
N0eAa.

«Tv ovpPaiver eddd;» anaitnoe va pdbet évag amé touvg kpa-
ToUpEVOLG, KortdlovTag ToTe epéva kat TOTE TOVG VTTGAOLTIOVG.

«Aev elvar eppavégy H Mntpdpyis €miee to y€pt g pe tov
I'epovotaot). "Eptée éva fAéppa tkavoroinong otov ovGuyd g
kat armevfivlnke otouvg kpatodpevoug o€ TOAY gvyeviks TOVO:
«Ta Biara eykMjpata mov damtpdéate oag épepav wg edd, arrd
thpa €xete pa evkapila va owbeite. Xkotdote avtd to madi kat
o dvtpag pov Ba oag dwoet yapn.

Ot dvtpeg koltaéav dpwvot tov 'epovotaot, o omofog kov-
vnoe adtdgopa to xépt tov. «Eivar mwg ta Adet 1 yvvaika pour.

"Evag dvtpag €Bproe duvatd. «Eépw T elvar avtd to mpdypa.

Me mepvdrte yia avénro; Aev to mAnotdm!»

15



S.J. KINCAID

«Av dev 1o Kdveter, Tov andvinoe 1 Mntpdpyis yapoyerd-
vtag, «Ba extedeotelte kat ot tpets. Tdpa, okotdote o TaALdi».

Ot dvtpeg pe koftagav diepevvnukd kat, petd amnd Alyo, o o
HEYAAGOWHOG avdpeod tovg yapoyéAaoe miatd. «Eivat éva pi-
Kkp6 kopitot. Oa 1o kdvw pdvog pov. ‘Eda €6, koprrodkwr. Ap-
¥toe va pe mAnotdget. «Oeg va detg pa Alpvn aipartog 1 amiog
va ™G omdom tov Aapds»

«H emoyy| eivar ki oagy, eine 1 Mntpudpyc.

H avtomemoinom tov édwoe Bdppog otovg vtdAotmovg kat
ta mpéowmd touvg potiotkav and pa eAnida eAevbepiag. H
kapdid pov yrumovoe duvatd oto otjfog pov. Aev vimpye tpd-
TIOG VA TOVG TIPoedoToow va pn pe minotdoovv. Akdpa Kt av
10 ékava, dev Ba pe drovyav. O apynyde toug eiye el 6 dev ei-
pat timote dAAo mapd éva kopitot, kat Aéov £tot pe €BAemav.
Avté fjtav to potpaio AdBog toug.

O o peyardonpog dmimoe ampdoekta To yEpt Tov TPOG Ta
KAt ya va pe apmdéet. H mmaidun tov épraoe 1600 kovid pov
oL popovoa va pupionm tov 1pdTa tov.

H oopr| upoddmoe kdt péoa pov frav o ido pe dAeg g
mponyovpeves popéc. O @bfog pov efapaviotke kat petatpd-
TMKe o€ éva opylopévo Eéomaopa.

Ta §6vua pov ékhetoav duvatd mdve oto yépt tov. Afpa avd-
BAvoe, kavtd kat pe xdAkuvy yevon. O dvipag obpiiage kat ipo-
omdOnoe va tpafnytel, aArd mAfov frav moAS apyd. Apma&a tov
KkapTo Tov Kat Tvdyka prpootd, otpifoviag tavtdypova to
xépt Tov. Ot odvdeopol tov étpiéav. KAdtonoa to miow pépog
oL TT0d10V TOL Kat, piyvovtdg Tov oto édagog, mdnsa amd md-
V@ TOV kat Tipooyeldinka pe g prdteg pov oo mow pépog Tov
ke@aioy tov. To kpavio tov Staribnke.

Ymijpye kt dGAhog évag dvrtpag, o omofog ftav emiong viepfo-
Akd toApnpés kat elyxe €pbet kovtd pov, alrd tdpa ovveldnto-

moinoe to AdBog tov. Agnoe pra kpavyr] Tpdpov, Spas dev pov
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Epuye. "Hpovv oAb yprjyopn yta va pmopéoet va pov yArtdoeL.
H maAdun pov ytémmoe duvatd tov yévépo g pdtng tov, otéA-
vovtdg tov katevbelav péoa otov eyképaid tov.

[Idmoa mave ota 6vo mdpata kat katevddvinka mpog tov
Tpito dvipa, avtév mov elye apketd puard wote va Eépet Gt Tipé-
met va pe poPdrat. Ovphage kat omoBoydpnoe okovtdgtovtag
oto duvaptkd medlo, Tpépoviag Omwg KL ey® vopitepa, dtav dev
fuovv akdpa Bupwpévn. Zikwoe ta yxépta tov Tov £Tpepav
HTTPOOTd, tketevtkd. Avypol tpdvraiav to odpa tov.

«Xg mapakaid. Xe mapakaid pn pe XTUTOEL, O€ Tapa-
KAA®!»

Ot AéEetg tov pe ékavav va dotdow.

H fwn pov, 6An pov 1 Lo elye mepdoet £tot, eovdetepivo-
vtag embéoels, okotdvovtag yla va amo@iym tov 0dvaro, oko-
THVOVTAg yla va pu okotwdd. AAa pévo pia popd akdpa eliya
akovoet kdmotov va ketevet yia éheog. Tote dev vigepa s va
avtdpdown. Tdpa, kabdg otekdpovy dve and tov dvipa mov
npoortafovoe va mpootatevtel, 1 (dia ovyyvon pe kuplevoe kat
pe kabiAwoe. Tt énpeme va kdve oe pia tétota mepimwon;

«Népeoign.

H Mntpidpyig otekdtav Eagpvikd ppootd pov. Mag yodpise
pévo to duvapikd medlo. «Mmopel va pe katardfer av g pAy-
OW;» PAOTNOE TOV ETIKEPAAG TOV EKTTIAOELTAV.

«Ymdpyet apketd avlpodmvo yovidiopa péoa g dote va
propel va katardfet pra YAdooar, lTe o emkeaAig twv ekmat-
devtdyv, «ardd dev Ba pdbet va avramokpivetat péypt o eyképa-
A6g g va vrtoAnOel o€ emelepyaoiar.

H Mntpidpyig éyvee kat otpdgnke dAt o” epéva. «Me evro-
nwolaceg, Népeotg. Tdpa épwg Ba oe potiow kdu... Otc va
@Vvyelg and edv; Oeg va €yelg kdtt ToAdTo yla va to ayarndg
KAl Va TO TIPOOTATEVELG Kal éva OTI(TL e avEOELG IOV OeV €YELG

det ovte ota Gvelpd cov;»
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